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By Jim Dawson
Siaff Writer

Gary Mvers said he has read & little
science ficlon in his day, bul 1t
didn’t prepare him for his night shift
in the desolate hills of Bennett Coun-
tv.5D

When the Martin City police officer
reported for duty Tuesday there was
an asspnment waiting for him and
Bennett County shenifs deputy Tom
nsen Sheriff Ed Rolfe asked them
énw into the hills to check oul
eral reports from ranchers of
(’"',ﬂ_l& lights in (he southwesiers

There had been five reponed sight-
ings in the past few weeks Myers
waid Thursday, and the sheriff was
cunous

A short time lster Myers was stand
ing on & dark hill, clulching his shot
gun. while Jensen talked nervously
to hesdquariers on his radio. Aboul
150 yards away 3 large array of red
and white hights fioaled sfiently in
the air, Myers sad

The two officers were involved in
what UFQ researchers call a close
encounter of the Tirst Kind — mean-
ing they were within 200 yards of an
uncxplained "phenomenon.™

J ghllen Hynek, founder of the Cen-
UFO Studies at Northweslern
University, said he aliready has inter-
( ed Ihe officers and the ranchers
ni. IS impressed by their account

Hynek, who was an adviser to the
US Air Force during its two-decade
“Operation Blue Book” Investigation
of UFOs, which ended In 1969, sald
he doesn’t believe the oblects come
from ouler space

“I've often thought In terms of a
parallel reality,” he said, “an inter-
face with enother universe.”

Hyfl’i was thinking more in lerms of
Secrel mijitary aircrafy, he sald, "but

198y

®

1 don't know what It was ™

“If either one of us bhad been oul
there alone,” Myers ssid, ""we
wouldn't have lold anybody about it
because we'd get branded as craxy

“We didn’t take this seriously af all”
he s34 &S he end Jensen prepared 10

head into the hills again last night. -

thls fime srmed with & tape record-

binoculars end a camera “We |

lhnugm it (the reported Ul-Os wHs 8
hoax. & joke *

Just after 10 pm. Tuesday, at the
time renchers said the UFO usually

Appears, “we gol out on top of a hill.”
Myers sald

It was & clear, starry night, Myers
sald. and as he and Jensen scanned
tbe horizon for abou! 10 minutes
they didnt see enything bul stars
snd distant lown lights,

“We gol back in tbhe patrol car, drove
about 2 or 3 miles down & dirt road
apd swopped on anolher bhill” he
sald.

“We looked back and there were two
lights, a bright whiie one on the right
and &8 dimmer red one on the left,
about 100 10 200 feet in the alr right
over the position we'd been parked
In before,” Myers said.

“It was spooky. They started moving
toward us at a slow rate of speed
sbout 100 yards to the south of the
road. Afler It got halfway to us, be
(Jensen) got on the radio and slarted
describing I to the dispatcher.™

When the lights were within & half-
mile, he said, “the big light shut off.”
Myers sald he grabbed his shotgun
snd waiched as the remaining light
moved directly opposite his squad
car, about 150 yards to the south

S.D. sky

It hed tnree of Tuur white lights on
ns siage. four red lighty on the hack
snd we cond still see the LIghts on
the fronl” be salé Al Lhal point. he
sald, "Il struck me that we seren’t
hesring any sound None st all."

After bovering sliently for about two
minutes, he sald, “il appeared fo
accelerste falrly rapldly 1o the
southeast When It did thel we heard
8 low jelengine type of sound for
five or 10 seconds, then it cu! off It
was very guiet”

Myers sald neilber he nor Jensen
could meke oul mny struclure or
shape behind the lights dunng the
10-minute “encounter.”

“%'e redloed 1o & stale lrooper and
told bim to go to Hwy IR (10 the
southeast) to Lry to see it but he
didn’t see 117 Myers seid

The two
Clayton Merchen's ranch. *

officers drove quickly 1o
ant with-
out even discussing the patiern of
lights we'd seen, they described the

vsame thing ™ The Merchen. are one

of the families that have repored
seelng the lights cevers! tunes in the
paust few weeks

Another ranch owner, Jerry Grass,
has reporied seeing similar lights
and also finding three of bls cattle
mutilated. Cattle mutiiations have
been associsted with past UFO sight
ings o the south and western United
States, and the federn! government
funded & study of the Incidents in
1980. The study concluded that natu
ral predators caused the mutilations

Myers snid be patched through 8 call
to Ellsworth Alr Force Bas<: In Rapld
City anc asked If the Alr Force had
any alrcrafl in the area

Air comroilers st the base said no
alrcrafl were In the vicinity and di¢
not recogolte the light pattern de-
scribed by Myers as malching any o!
their planes The controllers in-
creased (he range of thelr rudur to
scan the ares of the sighting Myers
sald, bul reported no alrcrafl

Jensen was less Inclined lo tnlk
sbou!l the encounter, but he said he
was beading back lo the spot with
Myers last night “because | want to

_know whal that was It was spooky ", _



